To Whom It May Concern,

Please allow me to introduce myself; my name is Bruce Myers and I am an ESL teacher from the U.S. with eight years of full time ESL teaching experience; (five years in Japan and more recently three years in Korea).  I have extensive experience working with ESL students from age one through adult with an emphasis on students age four through age ten years of age.  With eight years of previous full-time ESL work I have every confidence I can be ready to teach at a high level from the moment I arrive at your school.  While many teach to live; I honestly live to teach!  It is my sincere goal to be one of the best ESL teachers in Asia. 

If there is one place that I truly specialize, it would be in my ability to help young beginning learners to quickly and predictably develop a foundation in English.  When I went to Japan about nine years ago I was like many other new teachers to the ESL world.  The simple fact was that I was learning more than my students were.  I am so glad those days are behind me now.   As a teacher one never quite feels like they have arrived, and a true teacher is bit like a magnet; always on the lookout for a new method that will enhances their effectiveness.  That said; there is a general confidence one does come to when you finally through extensive effort find ways to teach English that repeatedly are proven to work with a wide variety of students over a significant period of years.  Over the past eight years I have developed numerous extensive graphically based interactive ESL materials, various effective teaching routines, learning games, puppetry, and advanced eye catching balloon art that are quite effective with young learners.  If you are truly hunting for someone who has a definite proven game plan to get your students speaking English right from day one  I have every confidence that I can make that happen for your young students.  Please see my resume for a more complete explanation of my ESL philosophy.  
Unlike so many who come to Asia to teach English only to leave in a year or so after they arrive, I fully intend to make ESL teaching my career of choice for as far as I can see into the future.  During the past eight years I have fulfilled every ESL contract I have signed until the very last day of my contract obligations.  I am sincerely hoping that I can find a position where I can stay for a considerable period of years.  I will be available around December 2, 2010 or thereafter.  (I will be spending Thanksgiving with my two adult children in the U.S. so I won't be available until after that).  I am presently living in the US so I will need to return to Asia to work.   

Please continue onto my resume if you would like a fuller understanding of my teaching style and my ESL teaching philosophy.  I will be receiving a TEFL/TOSEL certificate in November.  All of the necessary background criminal background checks and other needed documents are well underway and should be ready soon.  If you have any questions or would like to contact me, I can be reached at:  louielandoregon@yahoo.com or by phone at 1-541-752-3334.

Sincerely,

Bruce Myers
Resume of Bruce Myers                                                                                                      

OBJECTIVE

To obtain ESL employment where I can uniquely express my unique ESL teaching abilities in a professional manner.

PERSONAL INFORMATION

959 NW Sycamore Avenue
Corvallis, OR   97330

541/752/3334 or 503/895/6043
louielandoregon@yahoo.com
Born in 1954, in California.
Present age is 56 and I am not presently married.
I have two adopted grown children, both age 28.
EDUCATION
Northwest University, Kirkland, Washington 

BA Biblical Literature 1972 – 1976 (Four years)
Western Washington University, Bellingham, Washington

Elementary Education 1997 – 1999 (Two years + of study).
Summary of Relevant Experience and Qualifications
(A passion for teaching with a creative flare for developing methods and teaching aids to fit the situation.  Many people teach to live; I honestly live to teach.

(A specialist with beginning ESL students.  Students quickly develop English skills in a predictable time frame.  
(Eight years of fulltime ESL teaching experience.  I have fully completed every ESL contract I have signed since I first came to Asia (Five years in Japan & three years in Korea).
(Skills include, puppetry, ventriloquism, advanced balloon art, graphic design, and photography.

(Have developed an extensive interactive graphically based interactive program to aid students learning; especially those students who have zero knowledge of English.  (Please see description below under ESL philosophy).
(Have an absolutely clean criminal record in every respect.  
(College training in psychology, education, childhood development, and behavior management. 

(Have done volunteer work for the past 2+ years with children at an orphanage work on the weekend.
(An able creative teacher/trainer:  Developed teaching curriculum, recruited teachers and performed job interviews.  

(A maturity that only comes with age and experience.  A bad day for me doesn’t translate into a bad day for my students.  

(Twenty-five years of volunteer leadership working with children-Tutored at-risk children.
(Directed numerous children’s programs, presentations and activities.
(Team player: equally effective and motivated working independently.

(Excellent graphic skills:  Have designed extensive promotional-educational materials via Adobe Photoshop, Adobe In-design, CorelDraw & Excel for extended periods of time.
(An able photographer with excellent Photoshop skills.
(Old-fashioned Work-Ethic with a lifetime learner mentality.

(Computers: Very comfortable working with PC systems; Have frequently installed PC components including hard drives and assembled PC's from base components. 

(Practical real world skills - Ten years of practical retail experience in the Hardware/Mechanical area.
Most Significant Employment History Summarized
ESL Teacher at a Hogwon                                                                                                                               2008 to 2010
Daejeon
Taught virtually all the conversational classes at a kindergarten/Hogwon for the past two years.
English Teacher in Korea                                                                                                                                 2007 to 2008
Chungcheongnamdo Office of Education-Gongju, Korea

Worked with 1st-6th grade elementary students at four different schools.  
English Teacher in Japan                                                                                                                                   2001 - 2007
Maebashi and Masumoto Japan

I worked for the Amity/Aeon Corp for 5 years.  While doing so I have developed many teaching techniques that are supported by custom developed graphics to accompany them.  I think it is significant that during that time I did not missed one day of work for any purpose other than pre-authorized vacation days.   
Children’s Director
                                                                                           1979 to 1982 and 1996 to 1998                    Lynden and Bellingham WA

I taught groups of children up to 40 at a time.  Produced graphic productions include news letters, brochures, transparencies, posters, newspaper ads, and radio press releases.  Communicated to groups on a regular basis, working with vendors, recruited and trained workers, maintained data records using Excel, generated regular mailings, coordinated banquets, produced children’s theatrical / musical and puppetry performances, and community-wide events. 

Retail Manager
                                                                                                                  1983 to 1986 and 1989 to 1992
Bellingham and Olympia Washington

Sales, dealt with vendors on a regular basis, managed and trained workers, promoted special sales and developed newspaper ads to accompany, trained and managed workers, facilitated returns and did purchasing.

Teaching Experience in general EXPANDED
I have been teaching a wide variety of people and ages for the past 3 decades both in paid and volunteer positions.   Many of my teaching experiences have been in my church, but they also include public and private school settings as well.  Quite often I have developed much of my own curriculum to fit my present situation.  
ESL Teaching Experience expanded
I have eight years of full-time ESL teaching experience that ranges teaching ages from twelve months through adult.  I believe my most significant teaching attribute is the ability to reliably and predictably get beginning students quickly on their way to speaking English.  I also believe it is fair to say that I have an excellent ability to quickly develop good relationships with young children.   My past teaching experiences over the past eight years have given me the confidence to believe that I can make my future students successful in their language studies as well.  When I prepare a lesson, I feel I can intuitively know ahead of time the areas that my students are going to find difficult for them in regard to vocabulary, comprehension, grammar and pronunciation.  Through much hard work and trail and error I have developed an interactive graphically based system that consistently and predictably really works with all kinds of students to produce real world English speakers.   This program uses quite a few techniques and strategies to enhance my students learning in fun creative ways.  These techniques include extensive graphics, hand signals, comprehensive dialogues that correlate with the programs, games, seminars, balloon art, videos, contemporary music, idioms, current events, key word lists such as the twenty-four key question starters phrases and the fifteen main conjunction words, and similar pertinent specific vocabulary lists and general conversation starters.  I also feel I have developed a good ability to guide my students into developing good conversation and writing skills.  In addition to this I also developed a full complement of extensive graphics to enable me to accomplish my teaching goals which many feel are quite well done.  Lastly, I often use my extensive balloon making abilities to teach English concepts in a fun easy to understand manner that most children find very attention grabbing.  It also can be a good means to recruit new students into a program.   If you are looking for someone who will be ready to go from day one, I have every confidence I can fulfill that need for you.  Please see my ESL Philosophy below if you would like a more detailed synopsis of my approaches to ESL learning.
ESL PhilosophY SUMMARIZED

If I could summarize my philosophy about teaching English with one phrase; it would be to teach "real time English."  As a teacher I am not satisfied in just doing a lot of bookwork and lessons and just hope my students get it somewhere along the way.  For me to be truly satisfied as a teacher my students must be able to communicate their own genuine thoughts in real-time with authentic English sentence patterns.   One year into my ESL career I found that my students weren't really becoming English speakers despite the fact I was scrupulously following their textbooks and my company's lesson plans.  When I would meet my students whom I had been teaching for quite some time in the hallway, I quickly came to understand that whatever was happening in the classroom was not having any real effect in the real world.  Because of the blank stares I got back when I tried to talk to my students in time it set me off in search of a method that would really work in the real world.  Over the past 8 years I have through much trial and error discovered many key methods that have revolutionized my effectiveness with my students in an enormous way.  I call this method of teaching "Real World English." It has enabled me to dramatically increase my effectiveness with my students starting from the very first day of class.   
Over time I came to understanding that if I could give my students the foundational structures of English in an interrelated real time manner, they could start to become genuine English speakers.  In practical terms this approach focuses on key vocabulary words that enable the students to build the fundamental foundational structures needed to become an English speaker in a real world sense.  With the implementation of these structures my students were for the first time able to start pulling together the English pieces that were floating around in their heads into a meaningful form.  While this approach may seem similar during class time, I found the change in method enabled my students to gain more English abilities in weeks and months than they used to gain in years, if they ever gained them at all.   In practical terms it means that my students start answering real time questions from the very first lesson.  When my students understand from day one that what they are doing is actually useable, they become hooked on it quite quickly.  The tremendous difference in my present student's abilities over those I taught in my first year of ESL teaching has made the journey for a method that would truly work worth the trip a thousand times over.  My ESL philosophy can be further expanded upon request.
NON ESL EXPERIENCE Expanded
In addition to my ESL work; I also have a large quantity of real world work experiences that are varied and broad that I feel help to make me a more complete and well rounded teacher.  

Management
I have a proven track record of working with a wide diversity of people in terms of culture and personalities.  I have supervised both paid as well as volunteer workers on numerous ongoing situations over the past twenty years.  As the floor manager of a large hardware store for many years I was responsible for training and supervising all the sales people in a busy high pressure setting.   I also was responsible for the negotiation of the majority of returns from customers.  I know how to respond so as to defuse tense and potentially explosive situations.  I have successfully communicated to both small and large groups on an on going basis.

Computers
I have an excellent adeptness in personal computers.   I can install CD and hard drives, various cards, modems, printers, scanners, various peripheral equipment and assembled my last two personal computers from base components. I have extensively studied and used for many years Adobe-Photoshop, Adobe-In-design, CorelDraw, MS Word and MS Excel.  I have been using them on a continual basis an extended period of time and I feel I have advanced graphic skills and thoroughly enjoy expressing my creativity for a variety of purposes.   I have produced many attractive and useful graphic projects that have been well received by friends and associates in both the private and professional world.  With my ability to self-train myself in computer software programs I believe I would come up to speed very quickly in whatever software you presently use as well as the inevitable upgrades that will be required in the future.    

Mechanical/Real World Endeavors 
While not directly connected I do have extended experience with mechanical area including auto mechanics, general mechanics, electricity, plumbing, all general hardware that do make me a more well rounded teacher from a practical aspect.  I have ten years of full time experience in these areas of endeavor.  Sometimes these skills help me to devise helpful teaching aids for the classroom.  
