Ben McKechnie BA (Hons)
Matsumoto city, Japan
b.mckechnie@hotmail.co.uk

Cell: +81(0)80 8122 9825
Personal

A creative and outgoing candidate with over four years of experience teaching English to students from kindergarten to adult. Confident, caring and exceptionally well organized. Fully versed in preparing adult students for IELTS and Cambridge examinations, which has refined my skills in boosting students' ability to communicate proficiently. A genuine passion for teaching has developed from working in South Korea, Japan, Italy, Iran and the United Kingdom. Now looking for a new and exciting position back in South Korea.
Education


2004 – 2007 Oxford Brookes University, Oxford, UK


1997 – 2004 Bishop Wordsworth Grammar School, Salisbury, UK
Qualifications

    2010   TEFL-C certificate. Columbia University, New York
     2007    BA with Honors in English Literature (UK 2:2)

     2006    MFC (Management Foundation Certificate) Mitchells and Butlers, UK

     2004    3 A-levels including English Literature (B) and Politics (B)

     2003    4 AS-levels including English Literature (B) and Politics (B)
     2002    11 GCSEs, grades A – B      

Career

April 2013 – Present (contract ends at the end of April 2014) :

EFL Teacher – A to Z Language School – Matsumoto, Japan
· Full time teacher of students aged 3 – 17 and adults, teaching using a system known as PLS which is renowned across Japan. 

· Attended three training seminar weekends in Tokyo and sat exams in order to become a competent PLS instructor.

May 2011 – October 2012:

EFL Teacher – NOVEL / IMT / EBY Talking Club – Namyangju, South Korea
· Full time teacher of children aged 7 – 17 and adults, writing lessons plans for each class and teaching six or more classes a day.

· Solid experience in preparing adults and high school students for the IELTS speaking examination.

October 2010 – May 2011:

EFL Teacher – Public schools – Milan, Italy
· Teacher of English as a foreign language to 4 and 5 year old children in public pre-schools. 

· Responsible for traveling across the city to ten different schools each week to provide high-energy lessons, teaching from Pearson Longman textbooks and inventing new games & activities. 
June 2010 – July 2010:

EFL Teacher – Embassy CES Summer school – London, UK
· Teacher of English as a foreign language to students aged 8 – 17 at Brunel University, West London. Students from countries such as Colombia, Russia and Taiwan.

· Responsible for planning four classes each day. Class length of ninety minutes and average size of twenty students. Completing a short summer contract was the reason for leaving.
May 2010

EFL teacher – Ghotb Ravindi institute – Tehran, Iran
· Assisting my friend in teaching university level English classes during my time spent in Tehran in May 2010. 

· Successfully passed interview and received offer of full-time work. Personal circumstances meant having to leave Iran before I could begin work.
March 2009 – March 2010

EFL teacher – EBY Talking Club language school – Namyangju, South Korea
· Full time teacher of children aged 5 – 17, writing lessons plans for each class and teaching approximately six classes a day.

· Writing report cards for students and working with the Korean teachers to provide feedback to parents.

· Organizing extra-curricular activities such as coffee shop trips with the school's handful of adult conversation students. Left job after successful completion of one year contract.

January 2008 – January 2009

Journalist - Oxford, Great Britain
· Local reporter and weekly columnist for a well-respected daily newspaper.

· Responsible for writing news reports, entertainment and travel features.

· Winner of 'Specialist Writer of the Year' award (2008) at Regional Press Awards.
November 2007 – January 2009

Public Relations Executive - Oxfordshire, UK
· PR Account Executive for Oxfordshire marketing agency. 

· Responsible for writing press releases, brochure copy, online competitions, radio & television advertisements etc.

· A major responsibility was proof-reading my co-workers' copy. My keen eye for detail was noticed and so I was the designated office proof-reader.

· Working on accounts for clients such as hotels, jewelers and many more. Extra responsibilities included design, admin and meeting clients. 

· Reason for leaving was to prepare for leaving the country and working abroad.
References
· Available upon request.

