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OBJECTIVES

To work teaching mathematics in English to help students who either wish to improve their English via taking a subject taught in that language or plan on studying abroad at some point in the future.  Also, to give students more enthusiasm about mathematics and to allow them the opportunity to improve in it.  Aside from mathematics, to let students know what is considered “natural” in English conversation, as well as give them confidence in expressing their ideas via the English language, regardless of their age or level of ability.
EDUCATION
03/2011

TESOL Certificate




Number of Hours Completed:  100




Ontesol.com Inc.

06/2010

B.A. in Mathematics with University and Departmental Honors, Cum Laude



Specialty:  Pure Mathematics




Cumulative GPA: 3.72




University of California – Santa Cruz
WORK/TEACHING EXPERIENCE
08/2011-08/2013
Guest English Teacher, Dongsan Middle School, Munhwa 1-Dong, Jung-Gu,



Daejeon, South Korea.  (대전광역시 중구 문화1동 동산 중학교)




Duties:  Through the EPIK Program, I co-taught with Korean English 




teachers (five in 2011, four in 2012, and three in 2013) and, before each class, 



prepared lessons for students to practice key expressions and dialogues 



featuring everyday conversation present in their textbooks; I taught any other 



related expressions that the textbooks lacked or made unnatural as well.  




Materials included related video clips, further explanation and examples via 




PowerPoint (PPT), and activities, such as PPT games, non-computer-based



games, and worksheets.  Sometimes I had to teach these classes alone when 




co-teachers were too busy, tired, or sick to co-teach.  Additionally, I taught 




extra classes (DSFC) for grades 1-3 (7-9 in the U.S.) without a co-teacher, 



having students practice speaking in general; teaching them about Konglish, 



idioms, and culture-related things; and giving them writing practice.  With 



respect to writing, I taught them how to write a letter (both informal and 



formal), capitalization, punctuation, transition words, and how to write a 



persuasive paragraph; comprehensive tests were included, to check students’ 



understanding of the material.  In addition, I taught an English class for 



teachers during two periods in fall of 2012:  the first period was for more 



advanced teachers, i.e., Korean English teachers, while the second period was 



for the beginning teachers, i.e., Korean teachers in other subject areas.  I 



taught the Korean English teachers some common idioms, slang, and 



proverbs, whereas I taught the Korean teachers in other subject areas basic 



English conversation.  I also answered any questions teachers and students 



had about English or American culture, as well as helped students prepare for 



a debate contest by providing them with ideas and suggestions with respect to 




their arguments.  Furthermore, I read over and corrected the English exams 



before they were distributed to the students during exam week, as well as 



paragraphs that were assigned to the DSFC class of 1st-graders (7th-graders in 



the U.S.) in their English class.  I graded students’ speaking ability during 



exams, too.  Finally, I prepared all of the materials for both winter camp and 



summer camp, which had various themes to give variety throughout the 



camps.  With permission from the principal, I also taught two classes at 



another middle school that was in touch with Dongsan Middle School in 



December of 2011; there, I taught students about “more than” and “less than” 



for the first day, and idioms the next day, recapping with fill-in-the-blanks, a 



PPT game, and a writing activity.

01/2010-03/2010
Teaching Assistant for Japanese, Cowell College, University of California – Santa Cruz.
Course: Japanese 199 - Independent Study – Was a T/A for Japanese 2.  Duties included class observation, assisting the students in class as they practiced the Japanese language, grading their homework and quizzes, inputting students’ homework and quiz grades into Excel files, grading portions of the unit tests and finals, participating in an extracurricular informal conversation section, and writing a report on a practical issue in classroom language instruction.

01/2009-03/2009
Supervised Teaching, Baskin Engineering, University of California – Santa Cruz.

Course: MATH 188 – Was a T/A for MATH 19B:  Calculus for Science, Engineering, and Mathematics.  Duties included holding two discussion sections per week, answering questions students had about homework and/or pertaining to concepts discussed in lecture, making and giving them quizzes, inputting my students’ quiz grades and participation into Excel files, and grading portions of the midterms and finals.  Although not required, I also created worksheets for students to work on for a couple of minutes, which we went over in the discussion sections.

09/2006-06/2007
Classroom Connections, Merrill College, University of California – Santa




Cruz.
Course: Classroom Connections – Independent Field Study consisting of course meetings, relevant readings in educational theory, and community service at Bay View Elementary School.  Far exceeded the required 21 hours helping students with literacy, math, and fine motor development.  Also created and taught lesson plans on music and languages from other countries, as well as art, to the kindergartners in the class to which I was assigned.

09/2005-05/2006
Teaching Assistant for Trigonometry/Precalculus – Senior Year, Victor Valley High School, Victorville, CA.
Course: Trigonometry/Precalculus – Duties included taking attendance, answering students’ questions about homework assignments and concepts discussed in class, filing and labeling student records, collecting homework, grading papers, and entering grades into the computer and grade book.

09/2004-06/2005
Teaching Assistant for Spanish – Junior Year, Victor Valley High School, Victorville, CA.
Course: Spanish II – Was a T/A for Spanish 2.  Duties included taking attendance, assisting the students in class as they practiced Spanish, filing and labeling student records, collecting homework, grading papers, and entering grades into the computer and grade book.

09/2001-06/2002
Computer Technology Mentor and Teaching Assistant – 8th Grade, Hook Junior High School, Victorville, CA.
Course: Introduction to Computers  – Duties included taking attendance, acting as a troubleshooter, answering students’ questions about homework assignments and concepts discussed in class, filing and labeling student records, collecting homework, correcting papers, and entering grades into the computer and grade book.

RESEARCH (COLLEGE)
06/2010

“The History and Applications of Complex Analysis” – Mathematics Senior Thesis.  Senior Thesis Advisor: Anthony Tromba, University of California - Santa Cruz.

03/2010

“Practical/Pedagogical Issue in Language Instruction” – Teaching Assistant Essay for Japanese 199.  Professor: Sakae Fujita, University of California - Santa Cruz.

12/2009

“Japanese Etiquette and the Japanese Language” – Power and Representation Research Project, University of California - Santa Cruz.

03/2009

“Floating Point Arithmetic” – Mathematics Research Project, University of California - Santa Cruz.

06/2008

“Population Models” – Ordinary Differential Equations Research Project, University of California - Santa Cruz.
06/2007

“Quantum Physics” – Research Project, University of California - Santa Cruz.
COPYRIGHTED SHORT STORIES AND ARTICLES

2004


“Imaginary Number i ” – Algebra II Honors Class Final Project, Victor Valley High School, Victorville, CA, pending copyright.

CAMPUS ACTIVITIES (COLLEGE)
2010


Japanese Student Association Language Table, Cowell College, University of California – Santa Cruz.

2009-2010

Japanese Student Association, Cowell College, University of California – Santa Cruz.

2008-2010

Japanese Language Table, Cowell College, University of California – Santa Cruz.

2008-2010

Golden Key International Honour Society, Santa Cruz Chapter.

2007-2010

The National Society of Collegiate Scholars (NSCS), Santa Cruz Chapter.

2006-2010

EOP, Santa Cruz Chapter.
INTERESTS/HOBBIES

•Drawing
•Learning about other cultures and languages
•Listening to music, especially from other countries

•Playing sports

•Reading mathematical and scientific articles

•Solving math problems

•Swimming
•Taking photographs of nature (landscapes, animals, etc.)
•Teaching English to and talking to people from other countries
SKILLS

•Excellent interpersonal skills (polite, communicative, cooperative, able to maintain good rapport with people, open-minded, always willing to learn new things, and having a strong desire to help others), adaptable, flexible, and hard-working
REFERENCES AND ADDITIONAL INFORMATION (SUCH AS HONORS, AWARDS, ACADEMIC AFFILIATIONS, INFORMATION ABOUT PRIMARY AND SECONDARY SCHOOL EDUCATION, FURTHER DETAILS ABOUT ANYTHING LISTED IN MY 
RESUME, ETC.) ARE AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST.
09 June 2013

To whomever is interested:

I am currently in the process of finishing my second contract with Dongsan Middle School in Daejeon, which will expire on August 25, 2013.  After that, I plan on going back to the U.S. and staying there with my parents for one month (September 1-September 30).  I should be back in Korea by October 1.  At that time, I would like to teach or tutor in mathematics and/or English at a school, a university, a hagwon, anywhere, especially in Daejeon, as I have worked there for two years.  I majored in mathematics, so that is my passion, but I am open to teaching English as well, especially English conversation and writing.  I have noticed that many textbooks teaching English sound a little unnatural, so I may be able to help students learn what is more natural.  More importantly, I would want to give students confidence in expressing their ideas via the English language, regardless of their age or level of ability.

As of now, I am on an E-2 visa, hold a Bachelor’s Degree, and have a TESOL certificate.  With respect to teaching, I have had seven different teaching experiences, starting from as early as junior high school:  computer technology mentor and teaching assistant, teaching assistant for Spanish, teaching assistant for trigonometry/precalculus, Classroom Connections elementary school teaching assistant, supervised teaching in integral calculus, teaching assistant for Japanese, and Guest English Teacher (via the EPIK Program).  With respect to the last one, I have taught at my current Korean school for two years.  However, I would like to get more teaching experience, either working in a different educational environment or teaching mathematics this time.  The reason is because I would like to see what kind of educational environment I work best in, so that I can teach students in the best way I can in the future.  Moreover, I feel that I need to try working in different types of educational environments to see how each differs and learn more with respect to teaching.  As a side-note, although I am not fluent (due to the lack of time to study on my own), I can understand Korean to a certain extent.  Actually, it is easier for me to read and write in Korean than it is to listen to and speak it, but perhaps I could improve while teaching students.  If, by chance, they cannot understand something in English, I could try explaining in Korean if it is within my ability.  

If possible, I would like to work in a cooperative and supportive work environment.  In other words, I would like to work in an environment where I could give and receive help or advice when needed; any problems could be resolved in a nonhostile, fair way; and there are enough resources to make accompanying materials to maximize learning for the students.  Whether I would be teaching mathematics or English, I feel that a positive work environment would be of great help.  Also, with respect to English, although I did not major in English, I still believe I can be of value in that subject area, given that I know what is considered “natural English” and have taught it for two years straight in Korea.  Moreover, my adaptability, flexibility, strong work ethic, communication skills, open-mindedness, constant willingness to learn new things, and strong desire to help others will also enable me to teach as best as I can.  Overall, I feel that any job here, whether in mathematics or English, would be a perfect opportunity for me to learn something new about the people of Korea, Korean education, and teaching in general.  It would also be a good challenge for me, which I would look forward to with enthusiasm.
I am available for interview any time after 4:30 p.m., as that is usually when I finish work.  I look forward to talking with you further about a possible job opportunity.  Note that if it is impossible for me to start work after September of this year, due to the second semester starting a few months before that, I am also open to starting at the beginning of the following year.  Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Sincerely,

Athena Abatecola
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