Gretchen Matt

4200 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fl 33711

  Mattgl@eckerd.edu
(315) 427-1305

EDUCATION__________________________________________________________________________________________
Bachelor of Arts, Biology, Environmental Studies 

Minor, German 

Eckerd College, St. Petersburg, FL, May 2011 

Graduated with honors 

High School Diploma, Honors/Advanced Designation 


 

Cicero North Syracuse High School, NY, June 2007 

STUDY ABROAD EXPERIENCE_____________________________________________________________________
Fall Semester 2009- Cape Town, South Africa.

Gained fieldwork and lab experience in botanical ecology in the Cape Floristic Region’s Fynbos biome.  Biology classes included global change ecology and evolutionary ecology, with an independent project in heavy metal toxicity in a South African estuary.  Gained firsthand experience with the history of Apartheid and current issues facing the country. 

SCHOLARSHIPS______________________________________________________________________________________

NSF International Travel Grant- Hong Kong, China 
Summer 2010

Eckerd College Presidential Scholarship 


2007-present 

Dollars for Scholars Scholarship 



2007

German Department Scholarship 



2007 
INTERNSHIPS________________________________________________________________________________________
Sunken Gardens






St. Petersburg, FL 

Horticulture Intern



                           2010-present 

Aid in general maintenance and horticultural efforts within the botanical gardens.  Assist the orchid care-giver with fertilizer treatments, presentations, and repotting.  
Hong Kong Baptist University




Hong Kong, China 

             Scientific Researcher                                                                           Summer 2010 

Researched independent experiment “Phylogeny of Perinereis using molecular markers”.  Performed lab based experiments using morphological characteristics and mitochondrial DNA. 
Eckerd College






St. Petersburg, FL 


Environmental Studies Intern 




Winter 2009 

Managed project of removing and researching Florida invasive Brazilian pepper shrubs, Schinus terebinthifolius on Eckerd’s campus. 
University of South Florida




St. Petersburg, FL

Estuarine Ecology Intern 




Summer 2008 

Intern duties included assisting marine biology department with species storage removal, measuring and collecting data on Anchovy, Engraulidae populations within Florida river systems. 
HONORS AND AWARDS____________________________________________________________________________

· Deans List 






2007, 2008, 2009

· Girl Scout silver award





2007 
· Principals award






2007

· Scholar athlete award





2004-2007

· German department award- High school Graduation 

2007

· National Honor Society





2004-2007 
LEADERSHIP_________________________________________________________________________________________
· Social Justice/Respect Dinner Leader- Created and hosted a student dinner as a part of Eckerd College’s Respect Campaign.  The dinner focused on issues such as campus notions of justice and respect, and facilitated student discussions. 

· Spring Break Service Trip Leader- Currently in the process of planning and leading a trip to Managua and La Danta, Nicaragua with 10 Eckerd students.  The volunteer activities will include brick oven building, English tutoring, and school garden maintenance within a native agricultural village. March 2011 

· Coalition of Community Justice President- Voted by CCJ as President for the 2010-2011 academic year.  Duties included forging bonds between Eckerd students and Unicco housekeepers, maintenance, and grounds workers, creating monthly luncheons, promoting social justice educational events. One of the main achievements was the creation of the Student-Worker Partnership Center.  Currently working to increase Unicco wages based on three submitted budget reports. 
· Student-Worker Partnership Center Founder- Created and managed the community center which encouraged and facilitated GED, computer skills, and English-Spanish conversation classes for Eckerd’s Unicco and Bon Appetit workers.  2010-2011 

VOLUNTEER WORK_________________________________________________________________________________

· Student-Worker Partnership Center- Taught Eckerd housekeepers, maintenance, and facilities workers various classes such as GED tutoring, computer classes, and English conversational classes. 2010-2011 

· Spring Break Service Trip-La Danta, Nicaragua. Traveled to Central America to perform environmental and social justice service including agricultural assistance, building brick ovens for native inhabitants, and assisting with English language education. March 2010  

· South African after school teacher- Located in Khayelitsha township, taught a class of 12 middle school students basic reading, writing, and math. The program was part of CHOSA’s initiative to educate students in group homes.  

Fall semester 2009 

· Green Expo Volunteer.  Facilitated environmental science related convention through working as a greeter and crowd counter. 2008 

· Spring Break Service Trip- Berlin, Germany. Traveled to Europe to assist in an Islamic after-school club.  Activities included creating and organizing a computer-based library, meeting and teaching English to students of Turkish descent, and creating an understanding of Islam culture.  March 2008 

· Into the Streets- Suncoast Seabird Sanctuary volunteer.  Within the first week as an Eckerd student, freshmen were encouraged to spend a day volunteering.  Duties included cleaning bird cages, feeding animals, educating public about birds. 2007 
EMPLOYMENT_______________________________________________________________________________________
Island Grille and Raw Bar




St. Petersburg, FL 

Hostess







Oct. 2010-present 

Greet guests and assist with bussing tables, taking telephone orders, and maintaining a positive atmosphere.  
Town of Cicero Lifeguard




Cicero, NY 



Lifeguard/Swim Instructor 




2006-2007 

Responsibilities included performing first aid, scanning water, and basic park maintenance. 

Champions Fitness Center




Cicero, NY 
Daycare Supervisor





Oct. 2005-July 2006
Managed a fitness center’s daycare through constant supervision of children, cleaning and upkeep of facilities, and organizing activities to entertain the guests.  
  
Lifeguard/Swim Instructor 
June 2005-July 2006

Performed duties such as scanning water, first aid, pool maintenance, and swim instruction. 

SKILLS________________________________________________________________________________________________

· First Aid/CPR certification 

· Lifeguard certification 

· Proficient in Microsoft programs 

· GIS training 
