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EDUCATION


Bachelor of Arts in Philosophy – Graduation: December 15, 2012
Special area of Research: Existential Thought
Double Minor: English and Creative Writing - Area of Focus: Creative Non-fiction, Poetry
Western Illinois University - Macomb, IL 

RESEARCH

Philosophy

“Existentialism Without Depression: The Hope Hidden Within Nietzsche, Heidegger, and Sartre”
Abstract:  When taken together, each philosopher informs the other, and the existential dread that they express separately is no longer definitive, but rather a temporary inconvenience that points us to a deeper truth.  This leads to a greater sense of satisfaction and happiness.
English

“Violence and Victimization: Same Coin, Different Sides”
Abstract:  This story is a retelling of the conflict, a reflection of my struggles to understand why a fight occurred, and my own decision to become involved in an attempt to end the conflict.  The story and subsequent research considers philosophical, psychological, and sociological positions that contributed to the conflict, and to my lack of ability to stop it and why the crowd of bystanders chose not to intervene - Published in: “Elements” the WIU literary magazine.

“Improving Functionality: Depression is not about feeling bad, it’s about being unable to feel good” 

Abstract:  An exploration of recovering from depression, and the different effects the prescription anti-depressants.  It discusses potential recovery options, and attempts to discern which course of action could be the most effective method.  This paper synthesizes publicly available medical research, information obtained through an interview with a psychologist, and personal experience.
“Helping You to Help Yourself: A Reflection of Cormac McCarthy’s The Road and the Plight of Earth”
Abstract:  The Road showcases the fragility of humanity and states clearly the Earth, while "conquered," is still our anchor, why we are desperately at its mercy, and why we must do everything within our power to learn to manage it properly.
REPRESENTATIVE PAPERS (non research)

“Faustus and the Old Man Delusion”
Abstract: This paper seeks to understand what his motivations might be, and offers a dramatically different reading from most surface level analyses – Faustus, the character, never experiences his fantastical journey.

“The Bare Man and the Empty Dock: A Thematic Exploration of Nudity and Piers in Whitman and Ginsberg”
Abstract:  This paper will discuss the parallels present within selections of Whitman’s “Leaves of Grass” and Ginsberg’s “Sunflower Sutra.” It highlights where their various representations of each help inform the other.  It will also endeavor to showcase where their presentations are incongruous, and what each author may be trying to say through their discrepancies.
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
Student Philosophical Association Attendee - Fall 2010-Fall 2012
Provided real-time analysis and feedback with students and professors on a myriad of different philosophical topics
Undergraduate Research Day Participant
Participated in panel post-reading: Stories and society; the significance of literature in the modern day
Tutoring Experience
Extensive one-on-one tutoring experience with Analytic Philosophy; Philosophy of the Mind, Existentialism; Modern Philosophy, Epistemology, Symbolic Logic, Critical Methods in Reading and Writing, Renaissance and 17th Century Literature

Men Advocating Nonviolence - Executive Board Member March to December 2012
“Take Back the Night” - Planning Committee; August to October 2012

HONORS AND AWARDS

Earned commendation for strength of piece and creative use of personal experience and research
Sigma Tau Delta Member (International English Honors Society)
Lois C. Bruner Non-Fiction Contest Runner Up (2nd Place) - May 2012
Gold Key International Honour Society Member
Who’s Who Among Students in American Universities and Colleges candidate - Fall 2012
Dean’s List - Fall 2011, Spring 2012
WORK HISTORY 
Listing Coordinator - March 2006 to May 2006 - MLS Realty - Oak Brook, IL
Sales Associate - March 2005 to January 2006 - After Hours Formal Wear - Orland Square, IL
Sales Associate - June 2003 to November 2004 - Progressive Storm, Inc. - Chicago, IL                 Sales Associate - September 2002 to June 2003 - Desmond’s Formal Wear - Chicago Ridge, IL

