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KEY   SKILLS:

A comprehensive grasp of the English Language, its structure and modes of application

An extensive knowledge of English Literature and literary traditions: ranging from Renaissance writing and Romanticism to modern topics such as Postmodernism and Post colonialism.

Excellent communication skills: fostered through regular presentations at Stirling University coupled with the demands of teaching foreign students the basics of spoken and written English during my time as a teacher with International Quest language school.

A consummate ability to absorb work under pressure: demonstrated both through the capacity to meet strict university deadlines, and to plan and deliver, at short notice, a range of English lessons to foreign students of all ages and levels.
An ability to aid teaching by utilizing modern technology: this was demonstrated in my dissertation topic for my Masters degree where I created an on-line music tutorial, which used multimedia technology as a learning aid for people who want to learn to read music.  I am also an experienced user of Microsoft PowerPoint having regularly used it in university presentations and in my time teaching with International Quest.
EDUCATION:

September 2001-September 2002                       University of Stirling
MSc. in Information Technology 
My Studies included units on: Web Design, Multimedia Technology, Computer Science, and Computer Programming.

Dissertation Topic - “Learning Musical Notation-An On-line Tutorial”
My dissertation project in particular helped me to consider the advantages of information technology as a teaching aid and made me explore the problems that beginners have when learning a new subject.
1997-2001 University of Stirling

BA (Honours) English Studies (2:1)
My studies included units on Language and Literature, Social Linguistics, Critical Theory, Literary Tradition, Romanticism, Literature in Music, Poetry, Drama and Functional Linguistics. 
Dissertation Topic – “Mapping the Post-modern Landscape in the Information Age”.

The Language and Linguistic units of my degree have cemented within me a thorough knowledge of the grammatical building-blocks of the English language, and have allowed me to communicate the conversational aspects of the language confidently and effectively.  The Literature units have granted me an understanding and appreciation of the finer aspects of the English language.
1996-1997     Langside College, Glasgow
4 SCE  Highers in: English, Music, French and Modern Studies.

RELEVANT WORK EXPERIENCE:

July 2006-August 2006
International Quest English Language School, Stirling University, UK–English Teacher (6 weeks Part time): responsible for teaching lessons in English conversation to Italian elementary, middle and high school students. Teaching tasks included delivering classes in listening, phonetics and pronunciation, and organising group exercises designed to improve students’ confidence and competence in conversational English.  Due to the varied abilities of the school’s students, the job demanded consideration, patience and understanding, and allowed me to grow and improve as an English Instructor.

INTERESTS: 
Romantic poetry -  particular cultural/ political interest in the poetry of Keats, Shelley, Blake, Wordsworth, Coleridge and Byron and the overall relationship between the mediums of poetry and politics.
Music - I am an enthusiastic guitar player, interested particularly in blues and folk music.
Sport – I enjoy watching and playing soccer whenever possible, and fishing during peak season in Scotland’s various lochs.
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