Laura Poortenga



6499 Martin Road Woodland, MI 48897
Educational Summary







Calvin College, Grand Rapids, Michigan

         September 2002- May 2006 
Bachelor of Arts in Music- concentrate in vocal performance, Minor in German 
Overall Result: 3.4/4.0

Work Experience

Transcriber 






February 2008-May 2008
Hilary Tierney NUI Maynooth, Ireland 
· Transcribed interviews for a Professor working on her Doctorate.
· Studied and used new software required for the project

English Teacher 




    October 2006- November 2007 

Avalon English Academy, Incheon, South Korea
· I have instructed students ranging from Preschool, Elementary, and Middle School as well as private tutoring. 
· For the honour elementary courses, I set up a suitable curriculum covering the basics in Art History, American and European History, Mathematics, the Arts, and Science.  This curriculum was aimed towards preparing the students for their entry exams into bilingual elite middle schools throughout Korea. 

· I organized a debate competition for my upper level students which allowed them to showcase their newly acquired English skills before their parents as well as the school directors. 

· I trained new incoming foreign teachers in Avalon's on-line student record system. 

· I held On-line courses where I could interact with students via web cam while using a program which allowed me to teach interactively. 

· I attended peer review sessions where I could actively listen, observe, and present constructive criticism towards my fellow colleagues 

Forest Ranger 




      August 2006-October 2006
Forest Services, Gardiner, Montana

· Some projects included building trail bridges for horses, hanging food bags, clearing fallen trees on trails, and constructing new trails through mountainous terrain, all of which required a high level of physical as well as mental stamina. 

· I worked in the back country with crew sizes ranging from 2 to 7. This allowed me to work in a team setting, but when required to work solo I was fully capable of undertaking the task at hand. 
Other Work Experience

 







Caterer/Bartender 




       October 2005-August 2008
Frederick Meijer Gardens, Grand Rapids, Michigan 
· Training new employees

Children’s Music Director



        September 2005-May 2006 

Christ Community Church, Grand Rapids, Michigan

· Leading Children in Music by teaching them new songs and performing them in front of church.

Co-Chef 






May 2005- August 2005
Dietringen, Germany

· Due to my minor being German and my interest in travelling, I decided that the best way to improve my grasp on the language would be to be in the country where I was surrounded by the language.

· My working environment solely contained German speakers, therefore I was able to develop my German conversational skills as well as receive a better understanding of a new culture. 

Orientation Board Member 



April 2004-September 2004
Calvin College, Grand Rapids, MI 

· Organized and led lectures, discussions, and activities for incoming 1st year students with my colleagues. We had daily meetings and discussions. 
· Trained Orientation Leaders. Each Board Member instructed up to 10 leaders. 

 Achievements
 







· Received a Black Belt in Tae kwon do while in South Korea (2007)

· Performed a Senior Voice Recital (2006)

· Regional finalist, State Semi-finalist for National Federation of Music Clubs Competition (2005)

· Finalist for the Concerto Competition at Calvin College (2004)
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Tel: 269.367.4807


Email: lpoortenga@gmail.com








