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Profile

An experienced teacher and writer with a passion for education and English.

Education

1994 – 1998
St Andrews University

MTheol (Ethics)




St Andrews, Fife



Scotland, UK

Employment

Mar 05 –
English Teacher (TESL) in Korea


Castle English School
Present                                                             
Daegu
                                                                       

South Korea
                                                                       

702864  

Feb 00 – 
Freelance Journalist


Titles include; Scotsman, Herald,

Nov 05






Sunday Herald, Scotland on Sunday,








Scottish Standard (Business Editor),

Sunday Telegraph, FIRM magazine 

(Editor) and Holyrood Magazine (Contributing Editor), BBC Scotland (Commentator).

Writing and broadcasting for most of the main news organisations within Scotland mostly focussing on politics and current affairs with minor emphases on education and law. In addition I also provided training on public speaking and accessing the media to charitable organisations.
June 98 – 

President


St Andrews University Students’

June 99





Association,








St Andrews,








Fife, Scotland.

Responsible for all aspects of Association activity with particular responsibility for liaison with the university and external organisations.

Debate Experience
Speaking
Speaker at innumerable competitions, including four World Championships and 3 European Championships. Victories in Durham (twice), Dundee (three times), St Andrews, Aberdeen, Leeds, UCC and Edinburgh. Twice a Scottish Mace finalist.

Adjudication
Adjudicator (post-break) at the World, European and the Northeast Asian championships. Chief Adjudicator at St Andrews (three years), the Scotsman Invitational, The Courier Schools Championship and  Chief Adjudicator for Scotland (two years). An adjudicator at many other competitions.

Administration
Registrar of the World University Debating Council, President of the Scottish Students’ Debating Council (twice), member of the Scottish School Students’ Debating Council.

Coaching
Chief Coach at St Andrews University for three years. Coaching experience at St Andrews, Dundee, Edinburgh and Glasgow universities. Training workshop on British Parliamentary format for Korean students. Many debate programmes at high school level. Freelance communication and argumentation coaching for business and political professionals in Scotland for several years. Speechwriter for the Scottish Green Party.

Other
Winner of ‘World’s Funniest Man’ at World Debate Championships in  Athens, selector for the Scottish world schools debate team. Appointed to ESU debate tour of the US but unable to accept.

Scholarships
2004

IVP Scholarship

US State Department and Fulbright 







Programme
Selected by the American consul in Scotland to join an international group of political observers for the presidential election.

Nov 05 – 

Writer in Residence

Champlain College, Trent University

Mar 06






1600 West Bank Drive, 








Peterborough, ON, Canada, K9J 7B8

Conducting a series of formal seminars as well as leading informal discussion groups while writing a book and discussing the material it covered with students.

Voluntary Roles

Spokesman on Education and Economics, Scottish Green Party (02); Political Strategist, Scottish Green Party (02 – 04); Chief Executive, Scottish Green Party (04 – 05); President, Scottish Students Debating Council (97-99); Registrar, World Universities’ Debating Council (99-00); Director, Moving IntoWork (03 – 05).

Hobbies and Interests

I am particularly interested in international politics; especially US politics. Travel, reading, cooking for friends and playing backgammon are among my hobbies.
Membership of Debating Organisations

Honorary Life Membership: The St Andrews Union Debating Society, Leeds University Debating Society, Dundee University Debating Society, Aberdeen University Debating Society, Durham Union. Member: The English Speaking Union, the Speculative Society, the Diagnostic Society.
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