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	Objective
	To teach English as a foreign language in Korea

	Summary
	· As I have lived in Korea for a year I am a good candidate to hire as I know what to expect of living in Korea, and I clearly enjoy the culture and the people – or I wouldn’t want to come back.
· While I do not have teaching experience, I have a very good understanding of what it entails as my wife has taught in Korea for a year (at a Hagwon). I feel confident that this detailed prior knowledge (and my enthusiasm based thereon) is an advantage that I have above other inexperienced applicants.
·  I am a highly motivated, creative person. Architecture is essentially problem solving, which is not only applicable in terms of design, but also in finding creative solutions to problems in any field. I would love the opportunity to find new and exciting ways to be a good teacher.


	Education
	Bachelor of Architecture (Barch)
University of Cape Town

	2005

	
	Bachelor of Architectural Studies (BAS)
University of Cape Town
	2002

	
	
	

	Career History & Accomplishments

	
	Professional Architect working free-lance with two firms in South Africa while living in South Korea
· This work consists mainly of doing digital 3D design on a contract basis via the internet. 

· This type of work needs a motivated, pro-active approach, as well as good communication skills. You have to be able to manage complex projects and client requirements purely through e-mail. You also have to be pro-active in finding solutions to design problems as there isn’t always time for a supervisor or a client representative to give input. I believe that these skills will be valuable in a teaching environment.

	2009-Present

	
	Junior  Architect, 2AD Space Architects Incorporated, South Africa
· Involvement in all aspects of the design and construction process
· Besides the obvious technical abilities, being part of an architectural practice taught me to be able to comfortably interact with various different people, from clients to suppliers, while always maintaining a professional attitude.
· Practicing architecture is always a team effort, and so skills for communication, teamwork and conflict resolution are developed. 

	2006-
2008

	
	Seasonal worker,  2Affinity Sports (ski-rental shop), Canada 
· I have included this short (5 month) period because it shows that I am an adaptable person, eager and able for any new challenge. This winter season was essentially an interlude in my Architecture career. 

· Having had no previous experience of skiing, snowboarding or a retail environment, I managed to find work in a ski shop, learn enough about the equipment to advantageously and safely set people up for their holidays, as well as being able to interact with the general public in a customer service role. This last skill will be valuable in a teaching environment, where any contact with parents has to leave a positive impression. 

	Winter 2005-2006

	
	Student Architect,  2AD Space Architects Incorporated, South Africa
· I worked as a student intern throughout this period of my studies whenever I had university vacations. This time offered me tremendous personal growth as I was gradually given more important tasks and responsibilities within the practice. It also shows that I am motivated to work hard, even when not strictly required.
· As can be surmised from my continuing involvement with this company (to the present) I was able to impress its directors with my good attitude, adaptability, sense of personal responsibility and hard work from an early stage in my career. These qualities would make me an asset to any business.

	2003-2006

	Personal Interests

	
	I enjoy playing chess, reading the English classics and practicing board-sports such as surfing and snowboarding. I also enjoy travelling to new and exciting places, and would love to explore more of Korea. I also have an interest in languages, and would like to expand my admittedly limited Korean. I already speak fluent Afrikaans, German and of course English.


	Writing Section
	

	1. Please explain why you are the right type of person to teach overseas.

	After having lived in South Korea for a year I have found that Korean people are friendly and eager to learn English. While I am not a qualified teacher, I like children and certainly have the interpersonal skills to be able to teach individuals willing to learn. I also have the benefit my being able to discuss aspects of teaching with my wife who has studied English at university and has taught English in Korea for a year (2009). 
 


	2. Please explain what qualities you think are necessary to be a good teacher.

	A good teacher should like children, be patient, motivated, and able to form relationships with his students. He has to be able to gain his student’s trust and respect, and should be able to adapt his teaching style to cater to their needs. He should always endeavor to find ways of improving the benefit gained by students of any time spent together. 


	3. Please describe how you would deal with a workplace dispute with another co-worker or supervisor.

	I believe that the best approach to conflict resolution is the honest and objective discussion of the problem between the parties concerned. Most issues can be satisfactorily solved by intelligent, respectful communication. Only in extreme cases would I resort to bringing the issue to the attention of a more senior figure, like a supervisor of headmaster for their judgment. 

	4. Please describe some actions you could take if you began feeling homesick or lonely while in Korea.

	As I have already lived in Korea for a year (2009) I have the advantage to know what to expect and being homesick or experiencing ‘culture-shock’ will certainly not be a problem. 


	5. Do you have any other plans for your time in Korea? (Further study, hobbies to pursue, places to visit?)

	I would like to continue working on Architectural projects in South Africa in my spare time, as well as doing a lot of reading. I also enjoy snowboarding, and would like to do some of that in winter as it is not possible in South Africa. My wife and I would also love to do some traveling and to attend the Formula 1 Grand Prix (the first one in Korea) in October. Last but not least I would like to improve my (at the moment very limited) Korean.  
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