Clifford (CJ) Gardner

13905 Mettler Ave Los Angeles, Ca 90061

102 704 Shin Han Apt Gongju, South Korea

 (310) 531-6245

010-8050-8837

cjinf@netscape.com
Job Objective
To work as an English teacher in an environment that encourages creative learning processes mixed with traditional ones. 

Education:
2007     California State University Dominguez Hills, BA: English literature with a   

              Minor in Africana Studies 

2005      El Camino College 2005, AA: English Literature 
 
 
 

Work Experience
 

June 2009-        English Teacher for Suchon and Ui Dang Elementary school. 

As an English teacher in Gongju, South Korea, I have taught English to K-6 students using textbooks and my own supplementary materials. 

More detail was paid to students level K-3, as my experience with them was their first up close contact with the English language. 

2008-2009       English Teacher Hankuk University Oe Dae Language Institute.

 

My job as a teacher was coming up with and performing creative ways to teach students the English language within a textbook centered curriculum. I have worked with students between the ages of 7 and 15 with varying English speaking ability.  

2008   Substitute Teacher, Los Angeles Unified School District 

As a substitute teacher, my job was to take over class for teachers during their absence. Most of my work was done at Carnegie Middle school in Carson California.   

2008. English, Math tutor at Carnegie Middle School, Curtis Middle school 

Assisting teachers and students with their class work while creating a mentor mentee relationship with students that would encourage them to go to college.  
 
 

2005-2007      IKEA in Carson, Ca

      Customer Service Representative

Customer Service reps must perform the normal return transactions each day, but they must also deal with that problems that customers have with their products. The issues range from damaged goods to missing hardware to incorrect orders. Customer Service employees must deal with issues and the customer in a timely manner

       
 

2003-2005 El Camino College in Torrance, Ca

      Clerical Assistant/English Tutor

Project Success is a retention program for minority students at El Camino College coordinated by Elaine Moore. As her assistant, my daily tasks included typing and delivering materials to those involved with the program, setting appointments for her students, assistant said students with their writing assignments, and speaking on behalf of the program at various functions.

      

References available upon request 
 
 
 
 


  Delving into Pedagogy    

Teaching has been a passion that I have been cultivating for a few years. My growth and development as a teacher are of the utmost importance, therefore, I have spent the bulk of my collegiate education enhancing my skills.

My relevant experience at a Community College, where I assisted in the implementation of a retention program for at Risk College students instilled in me the core values of passion and compassion for all students. In addition, I worked with middle school students in the subjects of English, Math and Science, while attending University. Upon completion of my undergraduate degree, I also tutored and was a substitute teacher for LAUSD.  Moreover, I have spent the last ten months in Korea working as an English Instructor at a private school. The students range in the ages of 8yrs to 15yrs and are instructed in fundamentals of the English language.     

It has been my observation that the creative aspect of teaching is the most exciting part of being an educator. As an ambitious teacher, I possess the ability to reflect and question my effectiveness in the classroom and make the necessary changes so that my students are constantly motivated.  To that effect, I enjoy using creative methods when teaching my courses. They have proven to be successful and have confirmed the importance of having both the students and teacher involved in the learning process. My classroom experience has taught me the significance of working with my students to foster an environment that is conducive to their learning rather than allowing them to get discouraged and distracted.    

Being in Korea has given me the opportunity to refine my personal approach towards teaching. By teaching the essentials of vocabulary and grammar, I am empowering my students to apply the necessary skills for critical thinking. Though the process is still in its infancy, I have seen enough potential and growth from my students to know that it is a worthwhile endeavor. My skills as an ESL teacher are being polished and it is a rewarding experience in more ways than one .I am look forward to spending more time in Korea, where I have the opportunity to grow as an individual and as an educator. 

I appreciate your noting my experiences and goals regarding teaching, and I hope to hear from you soon.  

