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SHAWN DESPRES

Summary of Skills:

· Practical and theoretical teaching experience

· Demonstrated mastery of written communication skills in various manners

· Exceptional command of oral communication skills in multiple diverse formats

· Commitment to continuous learning, skill development

Relevant Work Experience:

English Instructor

Brighton Junior English School – Seoul, South Korea

November 2007 - present

· Create original lessons, tests, and organized cultural events

· Conduct art, English, math, physical education, and science lessons with students aged 3 – 11

· Create monthly written reports on student performance for parents and Korean co-teachers 

· Prepare weekly and monthly lesson plans to be distributed to parents 

Freelance Journalist
The Japan Times – Tokyo, Japan
October 2005 – Present

· Contribute articles to the Entertainment and Lifestyle sections of the newspaper

English Instructor

WinBe English School - Yokohama, Kanagawa; Tokyo, Japan 
July 2004 – September 2007
October 2002 – August 2003         
· Assessed needs and abilities of students aged 3 - 70  

· Determined how the curriculum should be utilized for each student and what outside sources should be used to complement their studies

· Conducted sales demonstration lessons for prospective students

· Created monthly report cards for young children’s parents to communicate and share concerns, offer praise, and suggest possible alternative learning strategies
· Received an award for teaching excellence in October 2004

English Instructor


 

ECC Jr. - Kanagawa; Tokyo; Chiba, Japan



September 2004 – September 2007
June 2003 – July 2003

· Attended kindergartens on weekday mornings to teach English to children

· Interviewed students aged 5 - 15 in the winter to assess their English level
· Hosted company run English parties in the summer for students aged 3 – 15

· Assisted Japanese English teachers throughout the year with private events set up to allow their students to interact with a native speaker

English Instructor

Izumi Community Centre – Yokohama, Kanagawa, Japan
April 2006 – August 2007
· Taught English once a month to adult students aged 50 – 77 and answered questions about etiquette and cultural differences between North America and Japan
English Instructor

Izumi Kindergarten – Yokohama, Kanagawa, Japan
April 2007 – August 2007
· Taught basic English phrases and vocabulary to children aged 3 – 5 

· Participated in regular classroom activities to allow students to interact with a native speaker in a more natural setting 

Native Staff

E-town Conversation Lounge – Tokyo, Japan
February 2003 – July 2003   

· Responsible for initiating and leading English conversations with adult students 

· Provided positive feedback and made suggestions on how students could improve their conversation techniques

· Answered questions involving vocabulary, grammar, pronunciation, and social etiquette in relation to conversation

Education:
Japanese Conversation 1

Mohawk College - Hamilton, ON, Canada  

January 2004 – April 2004
TEFL/TESL Certificate

International College of Applied Linguistics - Cambridge, United Kingdom
July 2002 – September 2003   

Bachelor of Arts degree in Media, Information, and Technoculture

University of Western Ontario - London, Ontario, Canada
September 1997 – April 2000

