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Personal Profile
I am from Hull in the north of England. I am hoping to work as an ESL teacher alongside my long time partner Helen Selby. 
I have chosen to apply for a teaching position in South Korea in order to gain valuable work experience within a field that I am considering entering professionally. Teaching in Korea would also give me the opportunity to realise my dream of living abroad, especially in Asia, a desire that I cultivated during my travels around Japan, China, Mongolia and Siberia in the summer of 2009. 

I graduated in July 2010 with a Bachelor of Arts degree with honours in the second class (division one). 

University Education

BA Politics

Hull University

September 2007 – June 2010 

Grade: 2:1 Hons

Reference:

Dr Matt Beech, 

Head of Year 3 and Director of the Centre for British Politics, 

Department of Politics,
University of Hull,
Cottingham Road,
Hull,
HU6 7RX
Email: m.beech@hull.ac.uk
Areas of study

During my degree I mainly studied British, European and International Politics. This involved the study of the institutions and peoples of many different cultures, such as German, The Netherlands, Scotland, the USA, Bosnia & Herzegovina and to some extent South Korea. During the course of my degree I also undertook cultural projects, such as looking at reform within the Bosnian Police Force, for which I conducted extensive interviews with refugees of the Bosnian War. Within my department I have also sat as a staff student representative and taken part in the department’s student mentoring scheme. 

I feel that the classes that I have undertaken during my degree program have helped develop my interest in other cultures and teaching in Korea would allow this interest to flourish. 

Previous Education and Qualifications

2004-2006         Wilberforce College, Hull. A level Qualifications:



Photography (A), General Studies (B), History (C), Psychology (C) 

1999-2004
Andrew Marvell Secondary School, Hull. GCSE Qualifications:

Art (A*A*), History (A*), English Language (A), Religious Studies (A), English Literature (B), Science (BBB), Graphics (B), Maths (B), French (D). 
Professional Experience 

September 2009 – January 2010
 Internship within the UK Parliament
During the winter of 2009 I worked for four months within the Parliamentary office of Sally Keeble, Member of Parliament for Northampton North. This internship within the Palace of Westminster was undertaken alongside my study and I believe it gave me vital experience of a professional working environment that will directly benefit my teaching in Korea. 
During my time at the UK Parliament I was involved in a varying array of activities. These included: office work, constituency consultations, the organising of events (Such as an ‘International Development Awareness Day’ at the private residence of the Speaker of the House of Commons), door to door campaigning in Mrs Keeble’s constituency and the collection and processing of campaign data. 
I believe that the professional and interpersonal skills that I developed whilst at Parliament will be of a direct benefit to the varying array of task that I will undertake in teaching in Korea.
Unfortunately Mrs Keeble lost her seat in the 2010 Election and is no longer a Member of Parliament, therefore a reference from her can be granted via this email address:
Email: murphyl@parliament.uk
Recent Employment History 

2006-Current

The Haworth Arms Public House
Bartender
Responsibilities: Service, Cleaning, Stock taking, Cash handling, Customer relations.

Skills gained: Communication skills, team work, interpersonal skills as well as a strong work ethic. 

In order to fund my degree program I have been employed anywhere between 15 and 30 hours a week alongside my studies. This was within a very busy and pressured pub/restaurant environment. 

Reference:

Mr Daniel Ferry-Bolder,
Manager,
The Haworth Arms,
449 Beverley Road,
Hull,
+44 1482 498951
Interests and Activities
Travel
Over the last three years I have used the summer breaks from university to travel around Europe, Asia and the Middle East. 

I have spent an extensive amount of time travelling within the old Yugoslavia, in areas such as Bosnia, Serbia, Croatia and Slovenia as well as other Eastern European nations such as Poland, Hungary, Slovakia and the Czech Republic. Separately I have also travelled across the Baltic States via train from Warsaw to Helsinki journeying through Lithuania, Latvia and Estonia. Furthermore I have travelled around the Middle East, from Tel Aviv to Luxor via Jerusalem, Jordan and Cairo.  
Last Summer I also spent a month travelling Japan with a friend, who was, at that time, studying at Chung-Ang University, Seoul. During this trip I also some time in Beijing and Mongolia, before getting in the train from Ulaanbaatar, via Siberia, to St Petersburg. This trip, and the time spent with my friend in Japan, is one of the key factors that inspired me to apply to work in Korea. His experiences living and studying in Seoul as well as the testimony of a few ex-ESL teachers that I met in China inspired a passion in me to live abroad, especially in South Korea. 
Couchsurfing  
Couchsurfing is a website designed for travellers to host or be hosted, by other travellers. Since I became a member I have been hosted in Iceland, Poland, Japan and Germany, as well as hosting people from Malaysia, Germany and Israel. 
Sport
I play soccer at least once a week and I enjoying running, as often as I can. In England I also watch a lot of sport, supporting Hull Rugby League team as well as Hull City Soccer Club. In Korea I look forward to, not only continue playing Soccer, but to supporting my local K-League team if I can. 
Comedy
I’m also a keen fan of Stand Up comedy. I visit comedy clubs as much as possible as well as the Edinburgh Comedy Festival in Scotland.  
Scouts
For many years I was a member of St Margaret’s Scout group in East Hull as well as being a member of the East Hull Explorer Scout Unit. During this time I organised camps and events and had responsibility for organising and educating many younger children. Unfortunately time constraints regarding work and my studies meant that I have current been unable to undertake any scouting activity. 
