ROD ECHOLS 

5375 Cameron Forest Pkwy • Alpharetta, Georgia 30022 

908.787.4197 • rodechols@gmail.com 

OBJECTIVE

Seeking an opportunity to teach and learn from South Korean where my extensive leadership experience in global/international companies will be of value.

EDUCATION 

Master of Science in Technology Management, Columbia University • New York, New York 

Bachelor of Science in Computer Science,  Southern Polytechnic University • Atlanta, Georgia 

Certificate in Teaching English as a Foreign Language,  BridgeTEFL

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 

VENTANA MEDICAL SYSTEMS, Tucson, Arizona • 2009 (4 month assignment) 

IT Consultant, Strategic Planning: Facilitated and drove the delivery of creating a 5 year IT Strategic Roadmap. Worked with the CIO and IT Leadership to draft and present to senior business partners a strategic plan that reflected major IT programs and IT transformation initiatives. Additionally, help the IT organization create a fundamental Project Portfolio Planning and IT Governance process. 

ROCHE PHARMACEUTICALS, Basel, Switzerland • 2007 – 2009 

Senior Director/Global Head, Commercial Operations: Command strategic technology initiatives and oversee global team of 45 to elevate organizational performance. Collaborate with cross-functional management teams to optimize IT resource allocation and drive governance activities to facilitate business practices. Work with Senior Management of the Sales, Marketing and Medical organization to develop short- and long-term strategic plans and roadmaps, orchestrate architectural execution, and drive complex technical projects through all stages through completion.

MERCK AND COMPANY, Whitehouse Station, New Jersey • 2005 – 2007 

Director, Global IT and Strategic Planning: Drove development of technology strategies and processes to support business objectives of the sales and marketing organization. Assessed business needs and delivered right-sized solution architectures and roadmaps. Performed research and analysis to maximize portfolio investments. Built viable relationships with internal stakeholders and third-party vendors. 

PFIZER, INC., New York, New York • 2002 – 2005 

Senior Manager, Enterprise Architecture and Strategic Planning: Created enterprise application blueprints and developed strategic roadmaps to support sales and marketing functions for company’s largest division. Executed complex IT portfolio planning to maximize investment strategies. Drove major technology initiatives from concept to completion, devised cost-saving solutions, and performed comprehensive risk assessments. Optimized new technology standards and business processes. Performed application design review and issued authorization for roll-out. Evaluated new technologies and negotiated with vendors 

WEBTONE TECHNOLOGIES, Atlanta, Georgia • 2000 – 2001 

Director / Chief Architect, Software Development: Managed daily operations and led long-term software development initiatives in alignment with project and program objectives. Oversaw staff of 18 technical leads and software engineers, and collaborated with cross-functional teams to assess technical requirements and develop roadmaps. Led projects from planning stages through completion, and employed vast technical knowledge base to execute troubleshooting. Tracked project status and advised executive management. Developed and managed the IT budget, evaluated investment opportunities in alignment with the company goals. 

Note: Additional career roles include Chief Architect  for STEALTH TECHNOLOGIES and Senior Program Manager for THE WEATHER CHANNEL  and TURNER BROADCASTING SYSTEM and Senior Project Manager for GE CAPITAL INCORPORATED. Details upon request. 

